Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 MOSCOW 19705 171719Z 
ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO NSCE-00 /026W 

046766 /47 

O 171436Z DEC 76 
FM AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 2200 
INFO AMEMBASSY SANTIAGO IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL MOSCOW 19705 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, UR, Cl, SZ 

SUBJECT: BUKOVSKIY-CORVALAN EXCHANGE 
REF MOSCOW 19677 

SWISS MINISTER RITTER TELEPHONED TO SAY THAT MFA HAD JUST 
ASKED SWISS GOVERNMENT TO PERMIT THE LANDING OF A SPECIAL 
AEROFLOT FLIGHT AT 10 A.M. SWISS TIME ON SATURDAY, DEC 18, 

AT ZURICH AIRPORT. MFA REFUSED TO EXPLAIN WHY THEY WANTED 
THE AUTHORIZATION OR WHY THE LEAD TIME WAS SO SHORT. RITTER 
SAID THAT HE ASSUMED THAT BERN WOULD GRANT PERMISSION FOR 
THE FLIGHT, BUT WONDERED IF IT MIGHT NOT BE IN ORDER TO FLY 
OUT BUKOVSKIY, OR MORE LIKELY, TO BRING CORVALAN BACK AFTER 
EXCHANGE COMPLETED. 
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